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MUJA D — COOLING TOWER 
900. Mr W.J. JOHNSTON to the Minister for Energy: 
I refer to the collapse of a cooling tower at Muja D power station. 
(1) Has the minister sought a briefing from Synergy on the risks of legionnaire’s disease to workers on-site 

following the collapse? 
(2) What monitoring has commenced to detect legionnaire’s disease on-site? 
(3) Are workers on-site being provided with personal protective equipment in respect of legionnaire’s 

disease?  

Dr M.D. NAHAN replied: 
(1)–(3) I thank the member for the question. He has been very active out there on this issue, spreading a bunch 

of rubbish around. I answer his questions, but he got on the blower on ABC radio, today or yesterday, 
and said, “Over the last five years the government has cut back on maintenance. In fact the government 
has been very proud of the fact that — 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I asked about legionnaire’s disease. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: In silence, surely! 
The SPEAKER: I think you should follow the example, member for Willagee. 

Mr P.C. Tinley: What about them? 

The SPEAKER: Member for Willagee, I call you to order for the second time. 

The point of order is that you asked a specific question. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: I asked a question in three parts regarding legionnaire’s disease. 

The SPEAKER: The question is on legionnaire’s disease, not about a radio show or anything. Just answer the 
question on legionnaire’s disease. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The question relates to a leak and a cooling tower at the Muja power station. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: No, it does not. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: The issue is how it happened. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: No, it is not. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: And what has been done since then. I will answer the question — 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is not for the Minister for Energy to determine the question. I asked whether the 
minister has sought a briefing from Synergy regarding the risk of legionnaire’s disease; what monitoring has 
been done; and have workers been provided with personal protective equipment. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, I call you to order for the first time. 

Minister, the question was specifically to do with legionnaire’s disease and whether you have called a briefing. 
Just address those issues. The other issues were addressed yesterday. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: Anyway, just a statement of fact: we have increased maintenance. Last year it cost 
$142 million; this year $155 million — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, I will give you one more chance to answer the question, otherwise I will sit you 
down. Now you decide. 
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Dr M.D. NAHAN: Yes; I sought a full report, not just on legionnaire’s disease but on all aspects of it. As 
I indicated yesterday, Synergy is undertaking a full review of the incident, including the cause of it and the 
ramifications of it. That has not been finished yet. Synergy gave me some indications of what caused it, but that 
is yet to be confirmed. Luckily, when the eruption occurred, nobody was on site or in the vicinity. No-one was 
injured, which is good news. There are a number of potential health issues related to it. Synergy did not raise the 
issue of legionnaire’s disease. The fact that the member for Cannington raised that it might be an issue, it might 
be one of his fabrications; I do not know. Synergy did not raise the issue of legionnaire’s disease. I do not know 
if it is a major issue or not. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston! 

Minister, succinctly answer this question, please; you are running out of time. 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: I do not think legionnaire’s disease caused the leak. Whether it is an issue or not, I will leave 
it up to Synergy and the many safety people who are inquiring into it, and all the regulators. They will quite 
appropriately ascertain whether there is any danger of legionnaire’s disease or any other factor from the leakage 
of the water, and address it appropriately. 
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